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   Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

YOUR SANTA ANA ZOO ESCORT ~ RON GLAZIER , RETIRED ZOO D IRECTOR  
 

Ron recently retired from being the Director of the Santa Ana Zoo since 1991, and has 
been in the zoo business for more than 35 years.  He started his zoo career in 1972 as 
the Education Director of the Phoenix Zoo where he became the Assistant Zoo 
Director in 1976.  In 1982 he moved to Seattle as the Director of the Seattle Aquarium 
and in 1988 became the first Executive Director of the Racine, Wisconsin Zoological 
Society.  He has been a professional fellow of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
since 1974. 
 
Ron has a Master's Degree in animal ecology from Montana State University, and has 
completed Ph.D. graduate work in environmental physiology at Arizona State 
University. He also earned the equivalent of a MBA in management of non -profit 
organizations from the College of Business and the Center for Executive Development 
at ASU. 
 
His interests include traveling, particularly Africa  with 17 safaris and counting, nature 
photography, western Americana history, and fiction and non -fiction writing.  
 
He is married to Joyce, whom he met at the Phoenix Zoo where she worked as the 

Community Relations Director and shares his interest in traveling and wildlife. Ron has three daughters, one son, two 
granddaughters, and four  grandsons. 
 



   Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

YOUR ITINERARY  
 

DAY 1~TUESDAY~OCTOBER 30 
LOS ANGELES/EN ROUTE 
Your journey begins as you board your overnight flight . (Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 2~WEDNESDAY ~OCTOBER 31 
JOHANNESBURG  
Upon arrival at the Johannesburg International Airport, you will 
be met and escorted to your hotel. Often called Jo'burg, 
Johannesburg is the country's largest city and financial center 
with ultra modern skyscrapers and a bustling way of life.  It is the 
city of gold, as its claim to fame is the gold that was discovered 
close-by.  
 
D'Oreale Grande is situated near Johannesburg International 
Airport , boasting luxuriou s accommodation, with palatial 
buildings set in a display of gardens, fountains and statues. Richly  
cloaked surroundings such as marble floors, plush carpets, 
magnificent stained glass domes, highly decorated murals and 
frescos, sculptures, intricate mosaics and Roman columns and arches contribute to an atmosphere of intimacy, classical 
elegance and lavish opulence.  
Overnight at DõOREALE GRANDE.  

 
DAYS 3/4/5~THURSDAY /FRIDAY /SATURDAY ~NOVEMBER 1/2/3 
M AUN /OKAVANGO DELTA /CHITABE CAMP  
Fly to Maun, Botswana, wh ere upon arrival you will board your light aircraft for your flight to the Okavango Delta ð 

earthõs largest inland water systems. Its 
headwaters start in Angolaõs western 
highlands, with numerous tributaries joining to 
form the Cubango River, which then fl ows 
through Namibia (called the Kavango) and 
finally enters Botswana, where it is then called 
the Okavango.  Millions of years ago the 
Okavango River used to flow into a large 
inland lake called Lake Makgadikgadi (now 
Makgadikgadi Pans).  Tectonic activity  and 
faulting interrupted the flow of the river 
causing it to backup and form what is now the 
Okavango delta. This has created a unique 
system of water ways that now supports a vast 
array of animal and plant life that would have 
otherwise been a dry Kalahari savannah. 
 
Your home for the next three days Chitabe 
Camp is situated on one of the most beautiful 

islands in the Okavango Delta. The reserveõs boundary in the east is the Gomoti Channel and in the west the Santantadibe 
River.  The area is made up of a variety of habitats, which include waterways and marshlands, dry acacia and mopane 
woodland, riverine areas, open grasslands and seasonally flooded plains. Located on a private concession alongside the 
Moremi Game Reserve, Chitabe offers classic Okavango scenery and a great wildlife experience.  Such diverse eco-
systems in turn make for a wonderful array of wildlife, including elephant, buffalo, lion, leopard, and cheetah, as well as 
most other species of wildlife associated with Africa. Chitabe is particul arly famous for the enormous herds of buffalo that 
move through the concession, and for sightings of the rare and highly endangered African painted wolf ('wild dog').  



   Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

 
Accommodation at Chitabe is in eigh  t luxurious tents 
built on elevated teak decks, under a lush canopy of 
indigenous trees. Each tent is well decorated with very 
comfortable beds, en-suite facilities and a lovely 
balcony overlooking the open flood plain in front of the 
camp. A separate thatched dining room and living 
area, also attractively decorated, is linked to the tents 
by raised teak walkways. From the walkways the 
prolific wildlife often moving through camp can be 
safely viewed. Activities include day and night wildlife 
drives in open 4x4 vehicles as well as nature walks. 
This is not a water activity camp. Wildlife seen here 
includes elephant, buffalo, lion, leopard and cheetah. 
Wild dog are among the major wildlife attractions of 
the area. You should also see zebra, reedbuck, red 
lechwe, impala, and all the plains species. Night drive s 
can be very rewarding, giving you rare opportunities to 
view animals such as civet, serval, genet, pangolin, porcupine and aardwolf.  
Overnights at CHITABE  CAMP .  (All Meals Daily ) www.wilderness-safaris.com 
 

DAYS 6/7~SUNDAY /M ONDAY ~N OVEMBER 4/5 
OKAVANGO DELTA /XIGERA CAMP  
This morningõs flight takes you to Xigera Camp (pronounced keejera), 
situated in the heart of the Okavango on Paradise Island, within the Moremi 
Game Reserve.  The camp consists of ten luxuriously furnished walk -in 
tented rooms, each with en-suite facilities and outdoor showers.  All rooms 
are raised off the ground and are built within a shady grove offering superb 
views of the floodplain to the east of camp and its attractive waterhole t hat 
is frequently visited by lechwe.  Meals are taken in the dining room 
overlooking the main river, which along with the pub and lounge is under a 
thatch roof.  You may also choose to take a beautifully prepared picnic onto 
one of the nearby islands for a more secluded and intimate experience. 
 
Activities focus mainly on mokoro (small, dugout canoes) rides through the 
quiet waterways, as well as short walking safaris. You may get lucky 
enough to get good views of the elusive sitatunga antelope along the way ð 
with its webbed feet, the sitatunga seems to walk on water.  Drives are also 
offered (if water levels are low enough) as well as boat trips on the river (if 
water levels are high enough). Game drives are best here in the summer 
months. Birding in the a rea is excellent, with Pels Fishing Owl, Slaty Egret 
and Wattled Crane amongst the many species of birds regularly sighted.  
One very unique feature that Xigera offers is the footbridge in front of the 
camp.  It is the only way predators can cross from island to island without 

having to swim. A "long -jump pit" has been built with soft sand, which each animal is forced to walk over when they use 
the bridge. Every evening the sand is raked smooth. Each morning guests are able to read the "newspaper" and see what 
animals have walked through camp. Almost every night lion, hyena and leopard stroll through camp.  
Overnights at XIGERA CAMP .  (All Meals Daily ) www.wilderness-safaris.com 

http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/


   Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

 
DAYS 8/9~TUESDAY /WEDNESDAY ~N OVEMBER 6/7 
LINYANTI WILDLIFE RESERVE ~ DUMA TAU  CAMP 
Another opportunity to enjoy the abundant wildlife of the Delta this morning before your depart on your flight to Kings 
Pool. Located in a private reserve in the 
Linyanti/Savuti Channel area in the northern part of 
Botswana, the camp is near the western boundary of 
Chobe National Park. The source of the Savuti Channel 
is within this private reserve. The camp overlooks the 
oxbow-shaped Kings Pool Lagoon and the Linyanti 
River to the north. The area has a large wildlife 
resource with a wide variety of spe cies, but it is most 
noted for its very large elephant populations, which can 
reach enormous densities during the winter months 
(June, July and August.) There are ample populations 
of impala, lechwe, kudu, zebra, giraffe, sable, 
waterbuck, buffalo and the smaller plains antelope. The 
major predators such as lion, leopard, cheetah, wild 
dog and hyena are resident, and are regularly sighted. 
The reed and papyrus swamps are ideal for numerous and diverse species of birds and are a magnet for game in the dry 
wi nter months.  
 
DumaTau Camp itself is built under a shady grove of mangosteen trees, overlooking a large hippo -filled lagoon within 
the Linyanti waterway system. Its large, luxurious rooms are raised off the ground on polished wooden decks. They are 
set under thatch with canvas walls, allowing guests to enjoy the night sounds of Africa from the comfort of their beds. The 
bathroom facilities are en-suite, and each room also features an outdoor shower. There is a dining room, living room, bar 
area and plunge pool, also raised on wooden decks, with fabulous views. Activities at DumaTau mainly focus on the 
wildlife of the area, with day and night drives offering fabulous opportunities to view firsthand and at close range, 
Africa's whole spectrum of diurnal and nocturnal creatures. With the exception of rhinos, virtually all other species of 
African animals are represented in good numbers on the reserve. Nature walks allow for closer inspection of some of the 
smaller aspects of the eco-system, while the camp's pontoon facilitates access to the Linyanti River, and a different 
perspective on animals as they come to the river to drink. You will also have the opportunity to wait at hides, where you 
can view and photograph animals at close range without disturbance.  
Overnights at DUMATAU  CAMP.  (All Meals Daily) www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps 

 

DAYS 10/11~THURSDAY /FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 8/9 
KASANE  /V ICTORIA  FALLS , ZAMBIA   
Fly to Kasane where you will cross by ferry to Zambia and continue by vehicle to Livingstone, located on the Zambian 
side of Victoria Falls. At more than twice the size of Niagara Falls itõs no surprise that Victoria Falls are among the Seven 
Wonders of the World.  Mosi-oa-Tunya ð The Smoke that Thunders, derived from the towering column of spray when the 

http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps


   Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

Zambezi River runs high, is the name that Zimbabwe's local people have given to this awesome natural phenomenon. The 
name is probably more appropriate and descriptive than "Victoria", which has a far t oo calm and composed ring to it to do 
justice to the masses of thundering, swirling water of these spectacular falls. But all Dr. David Livingstone probably 
thought of when he named the falls after his Queen in 1855 was his royal duty.   Five separate falls make up this 
incredible spectacle that plunges more than 300 feet into a sheer-sided chasm which separates Zimbabwe from Zambia. 
The awe-inspiring abyss is spanned by a 1905 Edwardian bridge which links the two countries. The masses of water 
plunging dow n the falls and into the gorge below 
originate from the mighty Zambezi River that 
meanders through more than 1,677 miles of African 
countryside.  
Your visit will include a tour of the falls on the 
Zambian side.  An afternoon sundowner cruise on a 
private boat will be a highlight as you glide along the 
Zambezi River, watching hippos snort, elephants drink 
on the riverbank, monkeys jump from branch to 
branch, birds fly overhead or pose for a photograph on 
the branches, and much more.  Enjoy your gin and 
toni c, cool beer, or drink of choice, and see a panoramic 
sunset as the sun dips below the horizon, painting the 
whole area in unbelievable colors of brilliant reds, 
yellows, purples and mauves.  
 
Youõll also get a chance to visit a native village, Simonga. You will be escorted by your English -speaking village guide, 
seeing a culture and ways of life in this traditional village where a lot of the staff working at your camp live.  View their  
daily rituals, from the women cooking and mending their huts, to the ar tistic woodcarvings created right in front of you 
by the village artisans. Smiling children scatter about and you are welcome to mingle and take photographs. Long after 
youõve left, this cultural visit will remain with you, as youõll feel as though youõve experienced a different part of Africa, 
quite essential if youõre to understand the complexity of this continent. 
 

Toka Leya Camp is situated on the banks of the Zambezi 
River in the eastern sector of the Mosi-Oa-Tunya National 
Park, some 7.4 miles up from the Victoria Falls, one of the 
Seven Natural Wonders of the World.  The camp consists of 12 
safari-style tents, each en-suite with a view of the magnificent 
Zambezi River and some of its islands. The camp's dining and 
bar area is set beneath a shaded canopy of trees overlooking 
the River and a swimming pool.  
Overnights at the TOKA LEYA CAMP. (All Meals Daily) 
www.wilderness-safaris.com/safaris 
 
DAY 12~SATURDAY ~N OVEMBER 10 
LIVINGSTONE /JOHANNESBURG /EN ROUTE  
Last chance to photograph the incredible Falls, visit the Mosi -
oa-Tunya National Park which also features rhino, or shop at 

Livingstone, before transferring to the airport for your flight to Johannesburg  where you connect with your South African 
Airways overnight flight to the U SA. (B, Meals Aloft)  

 
DAY 13~SUNDAY ~N OVEMBER 11 
LOS ANGELES 
This morning you land in the USA and connect with your flight home, bringing with you the memories of all the 
wonderful sights of Southern Africa.  (Meals Aloft)  
 



   Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

OPTIONAL POST-EXTENSION TO CAPE TOWN , SOUTH AFRICA  

 

DAY 12~SATURDAY ~N OVEMBER 10 
JOHANNESBURG /CAPE TOWN  
Last chance to photograph the incredible Falls, visit the Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park which also features rhino, or shop 
at Livingstone, before transferring to the airport for your flight to Johannesburg .  Here, bid farewell to the rest of the 
group returning to the USA tonight, and connect with your flight to Cape Town, South Africaõs òMother City,ó where you 
are escorted to your hotel. The provincial capital, Cape Town, is a sophisticated city with plenty to see  and do, particularly 
around the Victoria and Alfred Waterfront area, where delightful buildings of the Cape Dutch and Victorian -era 
architecture have been restored as shops, restaurants, museums and pubs, and  the busy water traffic of the docks goes on 
unabated. The area has a shopping plaza and numerous fine shops. Cape Town, which faces north across Table Bay, has 
thrived from its birth, first as a Dutch settlement in 1652 when Jan van Ribeeck established it as a supply station for ships 
of the Dutch East India Company, and later, under the British as a port supplying ships with food and fresh water from 
the perennial mountain streams. 
 
Your home for the next four  nights will be at  Winchester 
Mansions, situated on Cape Town's Platinum mile and 
overlooki ng the Atlantic Ocean. This exclusive, privately -
owned 4 star hotel sets itself apart among other hotels in and 
around Cape Town with its spectacular beachfront location, 
stylish elegance and personalized service. Each of the 51 
guestrooms and 25 suites has been exquisitely furnished by one 
of Cape Townõs leading interior designers. All rooms and suites 
have stocked mini-bars, satellite television including 
international channels, direct dial telephones, tea & coffee 
making facilities, hairdryers, electroni c safes and beautifully 
furnished bathrooms with separate walk in showers. All rooms 
have air conditioning. Each elegantly appointed room or suite has breathtaking views of either the Atlantic Ocean or 
historic Signal Hill.  After your long flights, Winches ter Mansions is a welcome retreat.  
Overnight at WINCHESTER MANSIONS.  (B) 


