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COUNTRY OVERVIEW ~ KENYA  
 

Only canvas stands between you and your dreams of life in the bush ð painted in your mind by the safari expeditions 
detailed in books by Ernest Hemingway, Beryl Markham and Karen Blixen ð and the tented camps they called home. 
Watch the gripping action of predator and prey. Relax at your camp watching elephant, hippo and crocodile move in a 
delicate dance in the river. At dusk and dawn the sun dapples your tent with a myriad of colors and the night brings 
midnight skies, twinkling lights and the calls of th e wild. Luxury tented camps, the famous parks and reserves of 
Samburu, Lake Nakuru and the Maasai Mara, mark you as another explorer whose footsteps someone else will follow in.  

 
YOUR SANTA ANA ZOO ESCORT ~ RON GLAZIER , RETIRED ZOO D IRECTOR  
 
Recently retired, Ron served as the Director of the Santa Ana Zoo since 1991, and has been in the zoo business for more 
than 35 years.  He started his zoo career in 1972 as the Education Director of the Phoenix Zoo where he became the 

Assistant Zoo Director in 1976.  In 1982 he moved to Seattle as the Director of the 
Seattle Aquarium and in 1988 became the first Executive Director of the Racine, 
Wisconsin Zoological Society.  He has been a professional fellow of the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums since 1974. 
 
Ron has a Master's Degree in animal ecology from Montana State University, and has 
completed Ph.D. graduate work in environmental physiology at Arizona State 
University. He also earned the equivalent of a MBA in management of non -profit 
organizations from the Col lege of Business and the Center for Executive Development 
at ASU. 
 
His interests include traveling, particularly Africa  with 17 safaris and counting, 
nature photography, western Americana history, and fiction and non -fiction writing.  
 
He is married to Joyce, whom he met at the Phoenix Zoo where she worked as the 
Community Relations Director and shares his interest in traveling and wildlife. Ron 
has three daughters, one son, two granddaughters, and four  grandsons. 

 

 
YOUR PROFESSIONAL NAT URALIST IN KENYA ð FRANCIS K ITAYI  
 
One of the best known ornithologist naturalist guides in East Africa, Francis has shared his 
vast knowledge and passion of the regionõs greatest assets with Audubon, Zoological and 
various other groups since 1980.  Francis hails from the western province in Kakamega in 
Kenya and is of the Luhya tribe. He has become known as an extremely knowledgeable 
guide and a favorite of many of our clients, with a wealth of information on all aspects of 
Kenya, its people, geography, flora and fauna.  
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YOUR ITINERARY  
 

DAY 1 ~ SATURDAY  ~ M AY 26 
LOS ANGELES/EN ROUTE  
Your journey begins as you board your  Virgin Atlantic Airways overnight flight to London . (Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 2 ~ SUNDAY ~ M AY 27 
LONDON /EN ROUTE  
Arrive in London's Heathrow Airport this morning, where you will make your way to a near by airport hotel where a 
private dayroom is reserved for you. Your brief stopover is a welcome opportunity for rest and leisure. There is a time 
differential between continents, and the mind and body have to adjust. This evening, return to the terminal for your 
overnight flight to East Africa via Kenya Airways. (Meals Aloft)  

 
DAY 3 ~ M ONDAY  ~ M AY 28 
NAIROBI  
Early this morning arrive in Nairobi, the safari capital of East Africa, where you will be welcomed by your Clas sic 
Escapes expert driver/guides and naturalist and escorted to your luxurious hotel.  Enjoy breakfast and a briefing about 
the wonderful events ahead while waiting to check into your room.  

 
After a briefing about the won derful events ahead, get set for 
an exciting adventure as you visit Daphne Sheldrickõs 
Elephant Orphanage at the edge of Nairobi National Park, 
which is  a nursery and rehab center for infant elephants that 
have lost their families, as well as rhino and occasionally 
zebras and other wildlife.  Daphn e was the first person to 
successfully master the art and raise orphan infant elephants. 
The wife of the famous naturalist David Sheldrick, Daphne 
has dedicated her life to conservation.  David was founder 
Warden of Kenya's giant Tsavo East National Park, in which 
he served from 1948 until his death in 1976.  Daphne has 
continued her involvement and has had real impact on the 
lives of elephants and rhinos, which would have normally 
died due to human  poaching and surrounding population 

conflict.  Youõll enjoy a visit with the elephants as theyõre brought by their keepers to the waterhole and salt lick to be fed 
and socialize ð see how they roll in the mud and play fight, and their affectionate interac tion with their keepers. Daphne, 
or a member of her staff, will be on hand to discuss their habits, as well as impart interesting facts about their upkeep. 
These infants are eventually released into the wild at Tsavo East National Park and end up in the care of other orphans 
who have been successfully reintroduced to the wild.  

 
Continue with your visit to Karen Blixen House, the former 
house of the Danish Baronness, Karen Blixen (1885-1962) 
author of the book Out of Africa. Karen lived in this green 
residential area from 1914 to 1931 when she left permanently 
for Denmark. The house was built in 1910 and when Ms. 
Blixen bought the property, it had 6,000 acres of land but 
only 600 acres were developed for growing coffee; the rest 
was retained under natural for est. The house was bought by 
the Danish Government, which offered it back to Kenya in 
1963. In 1986, the house, formerly used as a school, was 
transformed to a National Museum. Much of the original furniture is on display in the house and most objects were  either 
used by Karen herself or for the shooting of the film or donated to the museum.  



 
 

    Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

 

 
Lastly, visit  the AFEW Nature Center near Giraffe Manor where you 
may hand-feed the Rothschild giraffe that live here. The giraffe were 
brought here by Jock and Betty Leslie-Melville, who founded AFEW 
(African Fund for Endangered Wildlife) and built the Nature Center 
to help educate young African children about wildlife conservation. 
The Rothschild giraffe are the tallest species and may reach 18 feet in 
height, but y ou can see eye to eye with them on the elevated 
walkway at the center.  
 
Located about 20 minutes from downtown Nairobi, the Safari Park 
Hotel is a 64-acre complex of convention center, resort and hotel. The 
architecture is large, dramatic and very impressi ve. The hotel 
features 204 spacious rooms, each with individual balconies overlooking the gardens, hand-carved four -poster beds, 
refrigerated mini -bar, and many other amenities. The grounds showcase landscaped gardens, rich with exotic African 
trees, plants, birds and a 2,400-square yard tropical swimming pool, one of the largest in Africa.  In addition, the hotel has 
a second swimming pool, a world -class fitness center, five restaurants, and a shopping arcade. 
Overnight at the NAIROBI SAFARI PARK HOTEL.  ( Meals Aloft; B, D) http://www.safaripark-hotel.com/  
 

DAYS 4/5~ TUESDAY / WEDNESDAY  ~ M AY 29/30 
SAMBURU RESERVE 
 Begin your exploration of this magnificent country as you drive  
north , through rich farm land, en route to Samburu Reserve, 
which lies 200 miles north of Nairobi on the hot and arid fringes 
of the vast northern region of Kenya.  Lunch will be at the Trout 
Tree Inn at Nanyuki en route. The reserve is within the lands of 
the colorful Samburu people, close relatives of the Maasai, and 

home to a number of 
wildlife species rarely 
found elsewhere in 
Kenya: Grevy's zebra, 
reticulated giraffe, and 
Beisa oryx, all found 
only north of the 
equator. The graceful gerenuk, an antelope with its characteristic long neck, 
spends much of its time in a bipedal stance seeking relaxation in the sparse 
scrub that grows in this harsh terrain. This dramatic landscape is blanketed by 
the hot equatorial sun for most of the year. Relief comes from the cool waters 
of the Uaso Nyiro ("Brown") River, which ri ses to the west on the foothills of 
the Aberdares and which vanishes beyond Samburu in the soggy expanse 
known as the Lorian swamp. The scenery in Samburu is magnificent and the 
birdlife awesome.  
 
Your accommodations are in a luxury tented camp built on th e banks of the 
Uaso Nyiro River. If youõre an elephant lover, youõll truly understand the 
name of camp when you see the abundance of these magnificent animals in 
this location. Enjoy the comfort of your ensuite tent, the friendly service and 
delicious food , prepared fresh for you daily.  
Overnights at the ELEPHANT BEDROOM CAMP . (B, L, D Daily) 

Approximate driving time Nairobi to Samburu Reserve: 7-8 hours 

 
DAY 6~ THURSDAY  ~ M AY 31 
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SWEETWATERS  
Your drive returns you to the Equator and the privately -owned 22,000-acre reserve where you can enjoy wildlife drives 
across the bush all in plain view of the snow-capped peaks of Mt. Kenya. Overlooking a floodlit waterhole, the camp 
offers visitors an unforgettable opportunity to watch and photograph wildlife in its  natural habitat. Activities here are 
numerous including night wildlife drives where you may see nocturnal animals such as aardvark, aardwolf, genet, 
caracal, porcupine, spring hare and galagos. In addition to wildlife drives, a t an optional cost, you can enjoy a walking 
safari, camel safaris or horse-back riding.  Your stay will include a visit to the 200-acre Chimpanzee sanctuary which has 

been set up here. The aim of the project, initiated by Lonrho East Africa, 
Kenya Wildlife Services and the Jane Goodall  Institute, was to set up a 
colony where chimps could be introduced, rehabilitated and taught to fend 
for themselves in an area similar to their natural living conditions. Priority 
is given to orphaned and abused chimps.  
 
Accommodation is provided in luxuriously appointed tents set under 
thatched roofs, with en -suite facilities and private verandahs. All tents face 
the waterhole, and often the best time to be had is just sitting  on your 
private porch watching the procession of animals that are attra cted to the 
waterhole and observing their behavior.  
Overnights at SWEETWATERS TENTED CAMP. (B, L, D) 
www.serenahotels.com/serenasweetwaters/default-en.html 

Approximate driving time Samburu Reserve to Sweetwaters: 3 ½ hours 
 

DAYS 7/8~ FRIDAY /SATURDAY  ~ JUNE 1/2 
LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK   
You now explore the Great Rift Valley, a huge geological fault -line 
that stretches round one-sixth of the Earthõs circumference and is 
visible from far out in space . At 2,000 feet deep and 30 miles wide, it 
runs as far as the eye can see. Its walls are sheer and high and along 
its length, there are many volcanoes, most now dormant. With 
bubbling springs and geysers, the landscape is spectacular.  Lake 
Nakuru  National Park is a shallow alkaline lak e that is world -
renowned  for it s huge concentration of flamingos; at times, hundreds 
of thousands of these birds give the lake a pink shimmering glow. 

The park boasts a huge variety of 
animals, including leopard which 
is often found snoozing on the branches of the magnificent yellow -barked acacias, lion, 
buffalo, hippo,  waterbuck, warthog, baboon, the endangered Rothschildõs giraffe only 
found in this park in Kenya, white rhino and the rare black rhino which is protected 
and guarded here.  For the bird -watching enthusiast there are 450 species found in the 
park vicinity,  with a vast concentration of water birds  including Marabou Stork, 
pelican, and of course the world -famous flocks of flamingo . Your wildlife drives will 
allow ample wildlife viewing and youõll also get a chance for a bird and wildlife walk 
at nearby Soysambu and Lake Elmenteita.  
 
Mbweha Camp is located in the privately -owned Congreve Conservancy, hidden in a 
grove of euphorbia cactus with lovely views of the Eburu and Mau ranges, only 15 
minutes away from the gate to Lake Nakuru National Park. The Conserva ncy is home 
to over 300 species of birds, and to the majority of plains animals such as eland, zebra, 
Grantõs gazelle, waterbuck and impala, as well as to hardy predators such as hyena and 
leopard.  Mbweha is the Kiswahili word for jackal, and it is here t hat one can see all 
three species of jackal found in East Africa: side-striped, silver -backed, and golden.  
Also present are dik dik, warthog, buffalo, giraffe, aa rdvark and baboon. 
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The thatched cottages with walls of natural lava rock have a roomy, circu lar sleeping area with en-suite shower and a 
private verandah. All cottages are completely separate, and are simply designed featuring natural materials and tastefully 
furnished. The campõs sunken bar and spacious lounge has an open fireplace, a pool table, darts board, and looks out at 
eye level onto a small waterhole. The bush restaurant serves a choice of freshly prepared meals in a separate thatched 
dining room. Activities on offer include nature walks, bike rides, hiking, day and night wildlife drives,  bush dinners, and 
sundowners. 
Overnight at the MBWEHA CAMP. (B, L, D)  
Approximate driving time Sweetwaters to Lake Nakuru: 4 ½ hours. 

 
DAYS 9/10/11 ~ SUNDAY /M ONDAY /TUESDAY  ~ JUNE 3/4/5 
M AASAI M ARA / NORTHERN SERENGETI  
Your comfortable minibus now takes you to the Maasai Mara, Kenyaõs most 
famous wildlife  reserve, much the setting for the film Out of Africa. (An 
optional flight between Nairobi & the Maasai Mara is available at a cost of 
$300 per person.) It is classic savannah ð grasslands, where animals are 
plentiful and the vistas spectacular. In this dreamlike land, animals live in 
freedom, and the Maasai tend their cattle, all sharing the same land with 
minimal conflict . You will have three days of wi ldlife -viewing 
opportunities in the Maasai Mara Reserve, also known as the òJewel of 
Africa ,ó a site with one of the largest and the most spectacular animal 
migrations in the world. The reserve is inhabited by many of Africa's most 
popular wild animals, in cluding lion, cheetah, elephant, leopard, black 
rhino and hippo. There are also over 500 resident species of birds in the 
park including ostrich, lark s and sunbird s as well as the lovely Lilac-
breasted Roller.  
 
The area is famous for rolling grassland and for the Mara River, which runs 
through the reserve from north to south.  The reserve covers an area of 700 
square miles and forms part  of the Serengeti ecosystem, hosting the world famous spectacle of the annual migration of up 
to two million wildebeest, thousands of zebra and an escort of carnivores from the Serengeti plains  that follow the rains 
and succulent new grass.  A costly trek as many of the lame, laggard and sick will fall prey to the ravening pack of 
predators and many more will die in the swirling flood waters of the Mara River as they try to cross it.  While it is a bit 
too early for the migration in June, the Mara has its own resident herds and youõre sure to see plenty of wildlife! The Mara 
also has one of the highest concentrations of cheetah on the continent, as well as many magnificent black-maned lions. 

 
Optional activities abound while youõre in the 
Maasai Mara.  You can try a balloon safari for 
an exhilarating experience over the savannah as 
the early sun rises and the animals are more 
active. Or, take a short flight to Lake Victoria, 
where either at Mfangano or Rusinga Islands 
you can see the life of the natives who rely on 
fishing and what the lake has to offer ð in fact, 
you can try your ha nd at fishing as many a 
times visitors can catch up to 100-pound Nile 
perch. If fishing is not your thing, thereõs a 
paleoanthropological site to be visited, and the 
area is lovely. Duties permitting, a Maasai 
warden will discuss current conservation issue s 
faced in the Mara.  If you wish, for a nominal 
fee, you can also visit a Maasai Village to 
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experience this nomadic tribeõs way of life and see their colorful culture. 
 
Your luxury tented camp is located on the banks of the Talek River in one of the most 
active wildlife areas of the reserve.  In the true sense of ecotourism, a portion of your 
fee is given to the local community to support various projects and the Maasai have a 
very visible presence in the camp ð from your askari outside yo ur tents who tend to 
your safety, to the staff employed from the nearby villages. Technically outside the 
reserve (crossing a bridge brings you into the reserve) you can enjoy activities that are 
not allowed in the reserve such as wildlife walks, as well as visits to the Maasai 
manyatta and tree-planting to enhance the look of your camp. Youõre sure to enjoy 
your fabulous tent. Roomy, with two queen -size beds, each tent has ensuite facilities 
and tasteful furnishings with a private verandah facing the bend of the river. Ev ery 
attention to detail has been made to provide a comfortable and unforgettable stay 
while in the Mara.  
Overnights at the MARA TIPILIKWANI CAMP . (B, L, D Daily) 
Approximate driving time from Lake Nakuru to Maasai Mara: 6-7 hours. 
 

DAY 12 ~ WEDNESDAY  ~ JUNE 6 
M AASAI M ARA  /NAIROBI /EN ROUTE  
A last chance to photograph that awesome sunrise before driving back  to Nairobi . (An 

optional flight between the Maasai Mara and Nairobi is available at a cost of $300 per person.) A day room will be supplied for 
you at the STANLEY PARK HOTEL. This afternoon, you may opt to shop in town, or at the African marketplace, or bask 
in the sun at the lovely pool of your hotel. Soon you are escorted to the airport for your flight to London. As your journey 
comes to a close, you say a fond farewell to your driver/guides and naturalist and promise to come back in the not too 
distant future. (B, Meals Aloft)  
Approximate driving time from Maasai Mara to Nairobi: 6 ½ -7hours. 
 

DAY 13 ~ THURSDAY  ~ JUNE 7 
LONDON /LOS ANGELES 

Arrive London this morning and connect with your flight back to Los Angeles, with fond memories of your safari to 
Kenya. (Meals Aloft ) 
 
 


